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Basic facts
France, officially the French Republic or Republic of France, is a member state of
the European Union and its capital is Paris. Its total surface area is 675,417 square
kilometres and it has a population of 64.5 million. French territory comprises
various regions of the world. Metropolitan France, also known as Continental
France, is in Western Europe and its island territory includes Corsica in the
Western Mediterranean, and various coastal archipelagos in the Atlantic.
In America, French Guiana and the islands and archipelagos of Martinique,
Guadeloupe, Saint Barthélemy and Saint Martin are all part of French territory, as
are the islands of Mayotte and Réunion in the Indian Ocean, and the archipelagos
of French Polynesia and New Caledonia in the Pacific Ocean.
Clipperton Island Atoll in the Eastern Pacific and the so-called French Southern
and Antarctic Lands, though uninhabited, are also territories belonging to France.
France is a country that is highly developed economically and socially, with a
culture that enjoys a wide international circulation and it is geopolitically
influential. Its economy is the world’s sixth largest, in terms of GDP, and it is a
member of the G-8, the Eurozone and the Schengen Area. Some of the most
important multinational companies - leaders in various branches of industry and
the primary sector - are to be found on French territory. Furthermore, the country
is the world’s top tourist destination, attracting more than 75 million visitors each
year. France, the birthplace of the first declaration of human and citizens’ rights, is
a founder member of the United Nations and one of the five permanent members
of the UN Security Council.
France is home to the headquarters of the Council of Europe and the European
Parliament, both in Strasbourg, and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development and UNESCO, in Paris. It is also one of the eight biggest nuclear
powers and a member of NATO.

OFFICIAL POSITION ON THE SUBJECT OF “THE RIGHT OF PEOPLES TO SELFDETERMINATION”
The Delegation of France, understanding the so-called right of peoples to selfdetermination to mean that a people possesses its own sovereignty and the right to
decide, with full autonomy and without external influences, on its own form of
government and economic, social and cultural development.

Is of the opinion that, France is opposed to this right, as there exist various
cultures in its own territory and it is not in its interest that they should be
fragmented for such a reason. Furthermore, over the years, the different cultures
within the French territory have been merging with French culture and all those
cultures and traditions have become one. At present, the French Republic does not
deny the regions their legitimate desire for independence, always provided, as the
United Nations Charter stipulates, that a referendum is held to determine the will
of the people to undertake such a venture. Until now, there has been no request in
this respect.
It believes that to cede any of its territories would result in an economic and
cultural loss and, for this reason, and in spite of being in agreement with the United
Nations Charter, France would not like to have to do so.
It proposes that a high degree of autonomy be given to those peoples desiring it
and that they be given control of home affairs, but that foreign affairs should
remain in the hands of France. Notwithstanding this, France proposes that all
peoples may accede to the right of autonomy always providing there is an absolute
majority of the people who want it and with the further proviso that the said
people are in a position to govern themselves on their own.

